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Preface

Michael Knüppel

Dear Reader， it is our pleasure to inform you that herewith the fifth issue 
of our periodical “北 冰 洋 研 究 期 刊 . Journal of Arctic Studies” （JAS） can be 
presented. This is now also formally divided into a number of thematic sections for 
the first time: 1.） Environmental history and archaeology， 2.） Linguistic research， 
3.） Studies of Chinese Arctic peoples， 4.） Indigenous resettlement， 5.） Frontier 
observations， 6.） Book reviews and 7.） Academic events.

This structure， as well as within the individual sections， reflects the diversity 
of topics covered in the journal by contributors from numerous countries around 
the world. The spectrum here ranges — just to pick a few examples at random — 
from archaeological findings in Siberia and Alaska and their significance for the Na 
Dene-Yeniseian hypothesis within the first section （here the contribution by Ben 
Potter “Archaeological patterning in Northeast Asia and Northwest North America: 
An examination of the Dene-Yeniseian hypothesis”）， the treatment of language 
change and language choice among contemporary speakers of Tuvan language in 
contact with Russian language in the second section （here the article by Na Heya 

“Tuvan language change in daily life”）， and a review of the present situation and 
the continued existence of the reindeer-Ėvenki of China and the perspectives on this 
against the background of the economical change of this group （the contribution 
by Gong Yu “Investigation on the survival status of Reindeer Ewenki in China”） 
as well as an investigation of the special relationship between dogs and humans in 
the modern context of tourism based on field research in Greenland （here Daniela 
Tommasini’s contribution “The dog-hunter alliance in two hunting communities of 
Greenland”） up to a report on the Inner Mongolian Society for academic Research on 
the Ėvenki People （by Liu Hua） .

The editors would like to express once again their wish that this fifth issue of 
our “Journal of Arctic Studies” will also be of interest to you.
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