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The Dog-Hunter Alliance in two Hunting
Communities of Greenland

Daniela Tommasini

Abstract: This paper aims at exploring the special relationship between
dogs and humans; besides the dog’s traditional role of hunter’s companion,
the paper looks at the new role nowadays dogs are playing, i.e. in the tourism
industry.

After an introduction on the ancient alliance between men and dogs in
the Arctic, we approach the traditional relationship, among dogs and hunters
in two hunting communities: Ittoqqortoormiit in East Greenland and Qaanaaq
in Greenland High North. The cultural and societal relationship between Inuit
hunters and their dogs are analysed through interviews and personal observations
in the two hunting communities, both seeking for alternatives to implement
their incomes. Research shows hunters have a positive attitude regarding tourist
dogsledding as a recreational activity, seen as a good opportunity also to preserve
culture and tradition.

Data are based on fieldwork, made over several years and repeated visits, in
the two specific areas of Greenland.

Keywords: Inuit hunters; dogs; traditional life; tourist dogsledding; two

hunting communities; Greenland
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274 AAOERFR (BRE)

Ve LG A FEN (Inuit) #ES P uE— R 9IFEs0, BMAT44m
FAEPKAE (Rasmussen 1931), sXHLIE AL 1B 24 H 7R8NS0l X AR SR AE TR
B BB 1154 2 — ( Mohl 1986; Morey and Aaris-Serensen 2002 ), Ff# il
R G AT A GRSy . BT EsE R, K29 9500 4EHT, btk RgEH THiy
#% (Sinding 2020). @

TER AR By pf R DL Jpig b, MRl i sk, I ARIENSS
GNHIERMIE TR “EAML N7, B TEIEIR A TE L Z A ~F i
F, RN AR+ A AU SE (Rasmussen 1931 ), # AR F W2z - 18
Je it (Franz Boas) FR, “AZRHELSE 5 MG A9 RN FEFE, #OA K25 M4
ML AR WiF2ZFERAMNIES, Gk, MR aR
R Jr ), —Sepl B i 3eEE NS E, o —Seplioh A A E, A —8k
BCR BN AR 2 NORNTE Z2 0005 v (1355 9% I A58 " ( Boas 1900: 359 ), k[ R % 2%
FARE - BKIR - 4 7% (Paul Emil Victor) 7€ 1936—1937 4, 7E A 4% bs
22 B B BT B % L TS ( Ammassalik ) U8 5E 21— 26 T2 55 00 B9 R5CR B Ay Y
Ko B, BT FHRE— R RER, INZERIH A Gt sy fi H2e, Jf
AT EAERME, BRI LUEFATE IR T 34 S By o
8 AR AR RE 1, AR SR CE B g E (H IR ) Wi
el

W 25 B I WS B 5 SO AR B R A NS s (B (58 Lk
K (Thule ) ZAFHRA )), sigh)d T R4 R NAETEMSC R “2gm” —2&
( Birket-Smith 1945 ). B 7 Eh—Fhscimz i 7=, Mk B2 —MAaME
BYRGAh, BT LU T 281 aaqqat ( FE ). aorak (IR KA ) FIHAh A& LA K
FHAE kamik CHEFYRZ#E ) B9 ZMA0BE AR I AE . J J2 DR 4 4 N A i 2R 40 1Y) o 22
AR Sy, RARATRE 2R A, TR - AR MK (Joelle Robert-
Lamblin 1986 ) %, FEARMEL %, J6 ANRMERBE 2 TR M58, i
T iz iy X IR B = M EEFE i B .

4, FEARIRTT AR B 22 S M X, ) BRI A 4 35 M EE G 52 e B .
TE S M R—LE 5 Jim A, RS R A, I HaxX Fhacil r A o]
AR . FHBEEFEAA K, MM WA YRIMATEEI A, T ) 5 S g

© Qimmeq J&S/F A5 L BRI H , A LSRR A AL L S AR L I
WiLd, 2L https:/uk.uni.gl/.
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The dog was the only domesticated animal in the traditional Inuit society and thus
a good hunting partner for them (Rasmussen 1931), forming one of the most important
traditions which persist to this day across the Arctic (Mohl 1986; Morey and Aaris-
Serensen 2002) and perceived as an integral part of traditional life. As recent research
demonstrates dogs have been used for sledding in the Arctic around 9500 years ago
(Sinding M-H. 2020).

In the spiritual world of the Inuit, in the myths, the dog was a husband of the sea
goddess and ancestor of whites and Indians in their myth “a woman who married a dog”
and it was the guardian of the house of the sea goddess at the bottom of the sea and an
ancestor of Europeans and Indigenous (Rasmussen 1931). According to anthropologist
Franz Boas “The different races of man, real and fabulous, are considered the descendants
of a woman who married a dog, by whom she had many children who had the form of
dogs. Later on they were sent in different directions by their mother; and some became
the ancestors of the Eskimo, others those of the Whites, while still others became the
ancestors of the Indians and of a number of fabulous tribes” (Boas 1900: 359). The
French ethnologist Paul Emil Victor, during his journey of 1936—37 in Ammassalik, East
Greenland collected some observations about dogs and magical rituals to improve dog’s
efficiency. For instance to have a good hunting bear’s dog, just after birth his ears are to
be cut and put around the neck as a pendant until the dog walks normally; to have fast
running dogs, and improve their hunting ability, a raven hair, taken on the down part of a
raven beak, as to be sewed on the whip and on the sledge.

Dogs have often been included in ethnographic and anthropological reports that
deal with material culture (The Fifth Thule Expedition Reports), or general descriptions
of Inuit life categorized under the topic of “Communication” (Birket-Smith 1945).
Hence, dogs are more than a form of transportation; dog fur is a useful commodity, as
embellishment border for the aaqqat (mitts), the anorak (parka) and other clothing, and
the outside part of kamik, the seal skin boots. Dogs are an essential part of Inuit life
system, synonym of safety when travelling, Joelle Robert-Lamblin (1986) reports that in
East Greenland the hunters even quick accepting the introduction of new techniques did
not change the means of transportation by dogs and sledge in favour of snowmobile.

Today the dog team has not been completely replaced by skidoo in large parts of
non-urban Greenland. In the villages and settlements dog and sledge are very much in
use, and have no costs. A skidoo has to be purchased, dogs are not; gasoline has to be
purchased, dogs eat the prey shared with the humans; the risk of breakdowns does almost
not exist in a dog team, if an accident happens, there will be always some of the dogs

® Qimmeq is a Danish-Greenlandic interdisciplinary research project about the sled dog culture

and the origin and genetic history of the sled dog. See: https://uk.uni.gl/.
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Y5 MAJLF- 38 28R FUmE RS, an ik A, B — S 2 sE T,
WA N Z 0, MaAE MR, ZUiE (FBS A2, LH% 5T 2005
4, 2007 4, 2009 4, 2018 4 ) FKax, T HIATHY T HEEEFE K It A 23
Fg BAABAE T AR, B 35 A 1) o B AN S B By, Hk S e vl AT H (B A5
FIIRAT FB

AU b X AR o SR A T N B e A L W, R AR N T
FPiG, HEHEMEN TR, MAMNRITERESZ, BOIESRITIER,
BRFIRE Ty B SARITAESF 0 Bzl , Imi4e S e A B > & AR 1 5 2 1)
ZHk H N HLIX A BEFRh R RRBR 5 (Piteraq ) 7 AR KUIRZE ., FEAZ IR
A5 FR 2 R 4 E e KUVOR B, ISR AT AR i ad v, e — S50 i 45 ok
BRI S — R Pkt . XS AN SRR ERRBE IR B ok, &
B e ¢ Fw 5o XOF#f & ( Tommasini 2011 ).

TR ReE W TR BERA T, L R i B R A/ VS H 2
TR, B LIRZILEANTH T, HH I HAA AT 3% O vk bR AT
BRI H ( Petersen 2003 50 ),

T B, RO S B BB iR AT R R S W e T, Al
Ak A N——BUCIR AR A 2 8% (Dorset ) A (Thule ) #5 % B9 4H
SeAF ARG I A A o DA AN AEZ T P A AR I -3 st 2 v, A —RE
B AR RN, BIR (Canis lupus familiaris borealis ), ‘& A THEFE A2t
FFRERE 0RO # A A (MacRury 1991 ). VE N A E AR iEk T, #
TE SRR IS W4 48 v (%) i €0 28 G T, ) e Tt X A 2% 7 L B
AN, BAER R TAELIL 10 A (Gilberg 1984 ). [F ¥ A& 55 — ¥
FE S AR L T AT DA PR A7 O A R B B R . EARIRAT T, R
S E MM E—RRAT, I oI AR RS —Se 5 £ o FE PO A% B 22 B LUy
M X, EBREEA 7 HMPL SRR E WA, EARNEET, Ef8X
AR IR 75 AT B (Kleivan 1984 ), fEHZ, 8 — IR AT IS iR 17 i Bt
it (umiak ) ZE7ETAE L, MukBERENS, B AT ARERIEMT L, RIFIR
[l 22 J& &6 (Petersen 2003: 51). Mg TS, B4R ALK AEAF 4 ( Balikei
1970 ), #EHrirA 7% (Rasmussen 1931: 148) FK, M AYMLSEAG B T 5 (L5
TEFZLUT B AL A5 NTEB SRS Z A S s AR Z &, PR AbA T A&
A DU bl AT ARG . SRR A RIFEY, SHANEY
—FE, EMEYRTTENR RSG5 (Petersen 2003: 51 ).
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team surviving the happening, and if the hunter is injured dogs know how to come back
home. Interviewees (Tommasini, fieldwork in 2005, 2007, 2009, 2018) stated that a
skidoo (snowmobile) even used for mobility will never be as reliable as a dog team even
though they it is not the fastest is a viable, trustworthy mean of travelling.

The Arctic with its extreme temperatures requires attention personal safety, keeping
warm is not only a matter of comfort it is a vital issue of safety. Traveling by dog team is
much warmer, while on sledge travel it is easy to leave the sled and run alongside hence
raising the body temperature. The East Coast of Greenland is periodically ravaged by a
katabatic wind coming from the inland, the Piteraq. Many times hunters reported about
being on journeys when a Piteraq (katabatic wind) came, and the only thing to do is to
stop, reverse the sledge and shelter beyond with the dogs, which keeps the hunter body
warm and help surviving until the Piferaq has calmed down (Tommasini 2011).

Used in journeys, often involving the family, the dogs and sledge “have a more
radius action than the kayak and has rather more capacity. It could bear a load of several
hundred kilos, and further had the advantage that it was not dependent on roads used for a
mixture of driving on ice and land” (Petersen 2003: 50).

Historically it was the ability of travelling and following the animals in the harsh
environment of the Arctic which made the small population of hunters- gathers of the
Dorset and Thule ancestors of the modern Inuit, cultures successful for survival. In their
seasonal move from place to place, and in the continuous search for prey, the Inuit had
a hunting and pack companion, the dog, Canis lupus familiaris borealis, which have
followed humans on their hunting journeys, in a hunting partnership beneficial to both
(MacRury 1991). The role of the dog was of crucial importance in seal and large game
hunting and as a means of transportation for the Inuit, among the Polar Eskimo of the
Thule District, for example, up to ten months of the year (Gilberg 1984). The Thule
people were the first to harness dogs to sleds making possible to move more rapidly and
travel longer distances. For winter journeys families travel together by dogs and sledge
and could carry some equipment. In the northern coastal areas of west Greenland, dog
sleds averaging perhaps seven animals per team were commonplace, and under favourable
conditions they could pull up to 75 kg per day (Kleivan 1984). In the spring, for the
first hunting trips with the umiak (boat) loaded on the sledge and when the ice broke up
hunters put dogs and sledge on the umiak and returned to the settlement (Petersen 2003:
51). Dogs were used in seal, musk-ox and polar bear hunting (Balikci 1970). Dogs’ sense
of smell helps to locate the seal breathing holes below the snow surface and as reported
by Rasmussen (1931: 148) hunters did not give a lot of food to their dogs before the seal
hunting because they wanted their dogs to use their noses. Sledge dogs must have good
food, the same kind of food as the humans, and finding the food requires good hunting
(Petersen 2003: 51).
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YER IR LR G, X Ahsa i) sh B 5 A A 58 0 AN 88 AR X A1 [l
J&1¥ (Robert-Lamblin 1986 ), X THRAREAINF , s 2F—HEEhrydLFE
J& R (Wenzel 19915 Ingold 2000 ); [AIFE, AR RAERT &, 1002 55 5 19 By
F (Tester 2010 ).

BEZR
B2 FHEH - £ 5% ( Daniela Tommasini )

FEA TG B2 22 AR AR — R 0% 2, BRORSZ ZR W R T (i BR
AR 2 TS s BIREAES K, FFASL & R RIS 9 5% BE
EEME R T EE AT, O PSR (Tulissat ) ( PifkRE2 1, Bd
EEGS &L ﬁﬁmﬁ>mEMﬁmaﬁﬁwa%fLT%ﬂw 1 I 7L 3
WU B i, R B B B, e R RUAE A 2 o AT 0 5 A
IR B 22 24 A B8 R Y T B 4

BB 22 R B AR s 24 1T LA AL T, R
%Fﬁﬁ&@ﬁT%ﬁ TR (LR A B8 22 P FF A M X, AT ) i 7 L

TR S 22 (AT X L S e M K B ROl TR T AR X Pl s 22
B’JEEZZ@H ( Sisimiut ) JE4ZRiACTBAYTCUKIREE , IR0 R 25 4% 0 fi B B
B E CMBIEARIXT T, BRI RSN, AR BR AR SR 1R
Fe, VBT IEIRF . MRS 2GR (2018) MOBHE, Kb 22 K24 15000
HERER,

@ S AVE AR T A AR RSN (B8 B2 224811 )7), Fangst og Jagt, http:/

new.stat.gl ).
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As a direct descendant of the Arctic wolves, this strong animal adapted to live
outside all the year around, close to the human settlements (Robert-Lamblin 1986). For
Inuit, animals are co-residents of the same environment (Wenzel 1991; Ingold 2000).

Similarly, sled dogs are not commodities but assistants for hunting (Tester 2010).

Greenlandic dogs ( Photo: Daniela Tommasini )

Hunting has been a way of life in Greenland for generations, and is still an important
component of the society, regulated by means of seasons and permissions®; even today
hunting provides an important supplement to household and informal economy, in
villages and in towns. In the area of Ilulissat (West Greenland, Unesco World Heritage)
halibut fishing has overtaken the catch of land and sea mammals, yet even now, fishermen
and hunters venture out on their dog sledges, a significant part of the traditional local
knowledge of Greenlandic culture.

The “Greenlandic breed” is considered as nationally and culturally important to
Greenland and efforts are made to safeguard its purity. The dog sled is only used in
the hunting regions of Greenland, western north of the Arctic Circle and entire eastern
Greenland, known as “the dog sled districts” . Sisimiut in West Greenland is the most
northern ice-free town in the winter and the most southern town for dog sledging. In the
“dog district” is not permitted to have other dogs than the hunting dogs, except for police
and assistance dogs, to prevent mix-breeding. According to Statistics Greenland (2018)

there are roughly 15,000 sled dogs in Greenland.

@ Licenses, for hunting and fishing, are issued for professional hunters and for leisure hunters

(Statistics Greenland, Fangst og Jagt, http://new.stat.gl).
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Number of sleddogs by district and time Huntlng licenses

1 Numbers of license
2018

Sisimiut 1,067 5-000
Kangaatsiaq 550
Aasiaat 656 4'000 Spons hume's
Qasigiannguit 756
Ilulissat 2,933 3'000
Qeqertarsuaq 327 Professional hunters
Uummanna q 2,633 2'000
Upernavil ik 2,954
Q q 1,053 1,000
Tasiilag 1,012
= 0
Ittogqortoormiit 189 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

BRSRIE: EZ%1TE ( http:/bank.stat.gl )

AR EPE, s &S50, UReR . Bhay. il N MR ARG sh Y,
AN ERINA 5L, Bk, ERZ)E, JUFEERE sy
R = REMRE R, FMEyERAOEZEH RN, DERBAEL R TAE
NS SR, BT B RSE, KRER B T — 200 R A Ag Al LA
PRAP e 2 IR 2E, IR TR e . M A AR S, 7]
PIZZYURANFES . 1877 4F, Mo (Rink ) fREGFR: I LAgE £ A RIER3h
VNI, JLTPAT AT IR, 752 M, 5 #E ok
MRS s FERY I Z], AT 22 AT B E A MEAE VK2 A M TET |7 (Rink 1877
99), “H TEEMIMAAESRE, HEl— KRS AR, M1 b
71" (Rink 1877: 99 ),

41 R AR — R IR A B A Sk S & ZE 5 R ((Petersen
2003 ). MR HF 6 A H KRBT bh, “YIZR R T+, IREHsa R
457, —IFh, A 12—16 RAgHELl 150 A iEakiilgel], —Ahe
MIREZ AT AFE SN 400 2877 (5235 A 1, PUPE24% [ Sisimiut ). 78 8 4>/
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Number of sleddogs by district and time Huntmg licenses
| Numbers of license

2018
Sisimiut 1,067 5,000
Kangaatsiaq 550
Aasiaat 656 4,000 Sl ——
Qasigiannguit 756
Ilulissat 2,933 3,000
Qeqertarsuaq S Professional hunters
Uummannaq 2,633 2,000
VUé’er’naivikr e 2,954
Qaanaaq 1,053 1,000
Tasiilaq 1,012
Eoonoormn 19 ® o 2014 2015 2016 2017

Source: Statistics Greenland (http://bank.stat.gl)

Physiologically dogs are characterised as powerful, heavy-built, strong, hard-
working, adaptable, and flexible animals, and every hunter likes to have strong dogs.
For this reason after the summer, where animals are almost on holiday and are fed every
second or third day, the food nutrition is growing in importance to have well nourished,
strong dogs for the winter, their working season, with a shiny fur and most of all under the
fur a good layer of fat to protect them from cold and give the energy required for pulling a
sledge. Dogs have a surprisingly endurance and can stand hunger and cold. In 1877 Rink
reported “Dogs feed upon the offal of the animals killed by the owners, require scarcely
any care. Both in summer and winter the dogs generally sleep in the open air; in the
severest cold they may even be seen stretched at full length asleep on the icy ground” (Rink
1877: 99). “As they run much easier when fasting, they are not fed until the day’s journey
is finished” (Rink 1877: 99).

Puppies are often kept in house, as it traditionally was in the turf and stone winter
houses of the past (Petersen 2003). When the dog is average six months the education
starts, “training the dogs begins in October, when the lakes are frozen. At the beginning
12—16 dogs are charged with a sledge with 150 kg in order to train them and in January
they should be able to pull 400 kg” (Informer 1, Sisimiut). The dogs start to pull when
they are 8 months old, males are bigger and stronger, and females have more endurance.
The dogs ahead are the ones that “listen” to the master, (Informer 1, Ukkusissat,
Uummannaq area). The master knows which one is going to be the leader in the team,
he obeys his master and the other mates follow him. I witnessed the hard fights among
the two dogs who both wanted the leading position; the hunter knows how to solve the
dispute and how to educate the one that is going to be the leader. To gain the respect of
the dog is a long training; the hunter has to show his strength, hard guttural orders and the
showing of a big knife are also part of asserting who is the high master (Ittoqqortoormiit,
fieldwork 2009). Once respect is achieved, dogs are very loyal and protective to the

owner.
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Hierarchy among the dogs is evident when forming the team to go out on trip and
when feeding. The leader of the pack is the first to be feed as recognition of his role a
leader in the social hierarchy and then the ones that have worked well during the hunting
journey and then the others. According to observation during fieldwork usually hunters
have a 10 to 16 dogs team, the size of the team depends also on food availability. Besides
the usual menu for dogs, seal and other marine mammals’ meat also dried fish, ammassat
(capelin) is used. In the village of Ukkusissat (180 people and 350 dogs) fishing is the
main activity and ammassat (capelin) is dried at the local factory to prepare food to be
sold for the dogs.

Feeding the dogs, Ittoqqortoormiit, East Greenland

( Photo: Daniela Tommasini )

The tourism alternative: dogs as leisure companions

Dogs are hunting partners and leisure mates, there are several dogs’ races in
Greenland, for instance in the village of Ukkusissat (West Greenland) the race takes place
in March, the stretch is about 20 km, from Ukkusissat to Appatsiaat and Qasigissat and
back. Five winners from each village meet every year in another village for the next race.
May st is the children race, one child and one dog for 1.5 km from zero to six years old,
the dogs knows how to go back. Old people race (from 60 years onwards); the sledge has
three dogs (Informer 1, Ukkusissat).

According to a hunter with a 15 dogs team (Informer 1, Sisimiut) involved in
tourism through the Tourist Office, he is hired for short tours, of approx. 2 hours, with
tourists on dog sledge tours. Special sledges are used, with 15 dogs. He offers also an ice
cap expedition.” Crossing the ice cap requires a team made of one person (the tourist) and

two sledges with two drivers, going from Kangerlussuaq in the west to Isortoq on the east,
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covering the 730 km in three weeks. It is a big challenge” . (Informer 1, Sisimiut).

Hunting starts at the end of February with dog sledge and goes until the beginning of
May. At this same time the tourist season starts, offering the bestseller product, dog sledge
trips.

Research area 1

Ittoqqortoormiit, East Greenland

The region of Ittoqqortoormiit, in the East Coast of Greenland, is located at
approximately 70" 31" N, 22° 00" W near the mouth of the Kangertittivaq/Scoresby
Sound, and covers an area of 235,000 km? (91,000 sq mi) along the Denmark Strait
and the Greenland Sea. In the north, it borders on the Greenland National Park, the
largest in the world, and to the south west it borders with the Ammassalik region.
Ittoqqortoormiit has a very remote geographical situation, one of the most remotes in
Greenland. Ittoqqortoormiit has 345 inhabitants (Cf. Statistics Greenland 2019). The
name Ittoqqortoormiit means “those who live in the large houses” The town has a guest
house, a museum, a supermarket, a community house, and a well-equipped little hospital.
The two settlements are abandoned since 2006 but hunters go there on dog sledge also
with tourists, and during summer live in their houses.

Local hunters have for generations lived from whale and polar bear hunting, still
a significant cultural-economical factor in the area. Meat, blubber and by-products play
a direct part in the economy of the hunting families. Income is gained by trading these
products, but these options are seasonal and variable. The last 10 years the wind direction
has changed. As reported by Informant 1 “Winds usually come from North and North
East. Now the wind comes from South and South West pushing the ice away, instead
winds from the North push the pack ice inside the fjord. Now there are more rainy days in
summer and more waves because of lack of ice. Pack ice gives stable weather. Ice comes
later; usually the first week in October was hunting in the new ice, using dogs from mid-
October. Now sometimes the ice freeze and break again. The fjord usually freezes from
mid-November but five years ago, the hunters went inside the fjord to hunt musk ox by
boat and it was mid-November, it should have been by dogs and sledge. For the fjord to
freeze cold temperatures are needed. It happens to have ice not good enough to use the
sledge but enough thick to impede sailing” . o

sledding. At present Ittoqqortoormiit, a rather small town has limited infrastructure and

The number of visitors, excluding the cruise ship tourists™, is around 150 for dog

limited capacity.
Informant 1

Hunter, former mayor

On average there are 400 dogs in the community they are usually exchanged, rarely

@  Cruise ships come in late summer, autumn where there are no snow hence no dogsledding.
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sold. One needs a team of 10—12 dogs. Hunting in winter for musk ox needs a minimum
of 10 dogs. There are 15 to 18 professional hunters; the other 60 to 80 who have service
jobs are week end hunters. “It is expensive to have dogs; sometimes it is necessary to buy
the food at the shop for instance when the ice goes out in summer, and there are too much
waves so it is difficult to sail, in addition the seal stays where there is ice, so no ice, no
seals and for 2 to 3 months a year it is necessary to buy food imported from Denmark, and
30 to 40 kg of food a week is needed. Some hunters have up to 15 or 20 dogs.

Hunting seasons in June hunting is with sledge outside town, inside the Hurry fjord,
when the seals come up in the pack ice. In May and June is fishing in the two lakes, going
there by dogs and sledge. It takes five to seven hours by sledge from Ittoqqortoormiit to
Kap Hope and up North; hunters also hunt during the way.

Informant 2

Professional hunter with a team of 20 dogs can supply the family and the dogs with
hunting. He hunts also polar bear and sells the skin in Greenland. He goes on tours with
tourists by sledge “I like the contact with the tourists; it is good to go out with them and
have an extra income. Many of the tourists like to help me with the sledge” .

Informant 3

Professional hunter and guide “Guiding is demanding and little time for hunting is
left, but so far he can supply his dogs, 16 plus puppies. From January to June, if the ice
is good we can have about 50 to 60 days by sledge with tourists, A 10 days’ trip with
two passengers per sledge plus a sledge with all the equipment like tents and food, all is
prepared by the guide (hunter). Expeditions by sledge to Liverpool Land take three, five
or seven days. Up to Ella @ it is two to three weeks, the landscape is beautiful, and there
are hot water pools in Hurry fjord and Horsens fjord on the way down to Ittoqqortoormiit.
It is a five days sledge tour”.

Informant 4

Guide from England who lives now in Ittoqqortoormiit, before he was for many
years in Yukon, North West Territories, and Alaska “In these places the connection with
dogs, sledge and tradition is lost, when I came here I bought dogs and learn about hunting
I go out with an old hunter, without much speaking but a lot of observing, and this is a
good experience. Hunters should be proud to their skills, kids and people are leaving,
dogs are decreasing, the dog food at the supermarket is very expensive” (informant 4). He
goes out by sledge with tourists from one day up to three weeks. Clients are families with

kids or old affluent people that like to have this experience.
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Informant 5

Owner of the guest house, reports that quite a lot of people, considering the size
of the town, are in somehow engaged with tourism activities. They all show interest and
wish to expand their business. Dog sledge tours, the hit and best seller, go from March 1
to June 1. Usually tourists stay at the guest house for a week. Tourism can generate good
money for the hunters offering dog sledge tour “Tourism should be for the good of this
society, there is no way for the hunters to earn extra money” .

Research area 2

Qaanaaq, Greenland High North

The city of Qaanaaq has a population of 631 inhabitants® (Cf. Stat Greenland 2019)
and is the most northerly district in Greenland “Avanersuaq” , which means the place of
the farthest north, and stretches between 70 and 80 degrees north, from Melville Bay in
the south up to Smith Sound.

Archaeological evidence, suggests that the first settlers of Avanersuaq arrived some
5000 years ago after crossing Smith Sound from Canada. The direct ancestors of today’s
Inuit belonged to the “Thule” culture and reached Avanersuaq soon after 1000 A.D.
Qaanaaq was established in 1952 following the Danish authorities’ decision to move
the local population, “Inughuit” the great people, from their home village Uummannaq
(Dundas) because of its close proximity to the American Thule Air Base.

@

, and a museum, which

©

is housed in the former home of the famous arctic explorer Knud Rasmussen™.

Greenland’s most northern town has a number of facilities

Hunting activities are predominant and are substantial components of the informal
economy, and of the subsistence sector. The possibilities to diversify the activities, and
thus, having an extra income, are rather limited in this peripheral and scarcely populated
area. Beside some administrative jobs, there is a Handicrafts Centre, The Ultima Thule,
managed on a cooperative basis but administratively and financially supported by
municipal authorities, with facilities for making handicrafts and a shop for displaying and
selling.

@ Total population is 751 when including the permanently inhabited, settlements of Siorapaluk,
Savissivik, and Qeqertat. (Cf. Stat Greenland, 2019)

@ These are the hotel, the supermarket, the bakery, the post office, the tourist office, and a little,
well-equipped hospital.

® Knud Rasmussen in 1910 established the district’s first trading post, called “Thule” after the
Latin name of Ultima Thule. The area is well known also because it has been the starting point
of many of the famous “Thule Expeditions” , which Knud Rasmussen did together with Peter
Freuchen, Therkel Mathiassen, Kaj Birket-Smith, and Helge Bansted.
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A sparsely populated, scenic, but economically depressed and quite isolated the
place has a great potential from a touristic point of view being perceived in the eyes of
the visitors, as a far away and untouched destination representing the myth of the “Ultima
Thule” . Some tourism activities are taking place in the area, in average 100 tourists® and
60 dog sledge tours a year which is undoubtedly the best seller. The peak season for it is
during springtime when tourists is offered the opportunity to accompany the hunters to the
hunt by dog sledge or go on dog sledge trips to the abandoned settlements.

Informant 1

Professional hunter and guide, started to be involved with tourism activities average
15 years ago, bringing tourists along mainly with dog sledge and sometimes by boat.
With the tourists he goes also for longer dog sledge trips, two to four weeks. “The income
from guiding is good, if more tourists come then is better. To be a professional hunter has
become difficult, the income has decreased so tourism activities can bring good money” .

Informant 2

Professional hunter, started to work with tourists in the 90ies with dog sledge, the
decision was taken for having an extra income because the hunting was not so good.
“Tourists can learn about hunting life. Most of the tourists look for the landscape and not
for the way we live here. They want to go by sledge and enjoy the landscape, but it will
be good to show our culture. Tourists do not know how life here is during the dark period,
they should come and see” . According to informant 2, tourists should be more informed
about dogs and hunting life, “from October to March there is a lot to show on how is
life under the polar darkness, the hunting, the clothes needed. Sometimes tourists do not
trust the traditional clothes and go on dog sledge using the rown clothes and so freezing.
All these are important to tell to tourists”. This can be part of future plans to accrue dog
sledge activities “we will show how to feed the dogs, what they eat and how. We will
explain the need to hunt and to have food reserves. I would like to show how a polar bear
is hunted, and how the dogs are trained to learn about polar bear hunting, whit a man
under the polar bear skin using a stick and teaching the dog which must not go too close
to the polar bear”.

Informant 3

Professional hunter and guide, he thinks it is okay to have more tourists because it
is better income. He works only in the springtime with the sledge, would like to have a
longer dog sledge season to go out with the tourists because “cruise ships tourists leave
no money to hunters or to people, only to the souvenir shop” .

Informant 4

Professional hunter started in 1994 and has been guiding with dogs and sledge “there
have been many changes here. There is not so much hunting. To take tourists to Savissivik

@ Excluding the cruise ship tourists who stay ashore few hours and have other kind of activities i.e.

museum and town visit.
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using the ice it is now almost impossible, they have to take the inland and there are no
hunting possibilities there. It used to be a lot of ice outside, now only in the fjords. Before
there was a lot to see and hunt, also reindeer and musk-ox, this was in the past, now from
the late 90ies is not feasible anymore. To take the inland way dogs need to be very strong
because it is more challenging and there is no hunting, so no supplementary food. Tourism
can be a very good beside income” .

Every one of the interviewees agrees that dog sledge tourists are not so many but the
profit stays in the community.

Informant 5

Professional hunter, does not know exactly how to profit from tourism outer the
dog sledge tours “maybe the cruise ship tourism can be an option, usually the cruise
tourists go to Ultima Thule to buy souvenirs, then to the museum and around in town,
but they could be taken to some places, not far away, to see abandoned settlements or in
Qegertarsuaq” .

Hunter on the way from Siorapaluk to Qaanaaq, Greenland High North

( Photo: Daniela Tommasini )

Conclusion

The aim of this paper was to highlight the connection human-dog and the
possibilities to use the resource dog not only for hunting activities but also for leisure
activities. Dogs are culturally important not only in the dog’s area of Greenland, the
intimate human-animal relationship creates and constantly recreates a cultural and
spiritual landscape which is perceived in the entire Greenland. During several years of
fieldwork I have repeatedly observed the special connection between dogs, hunters,
hunter families and children. In the village of Kummiuut (East Greenland 2005) children
were playing, thus learning, with small bones reproducing a dog team; in Kulusuk, kids
had a little sledge with a three dog’s team (East Greenland 2018) to practise in how to
become dog sledge drivers. Hunters have always positive feelings towards their dogs.
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Listening to their reports I could sense the emotion when talking about their dogs, and on
how peaceful and joyful is to go out on dog sledge the silence is much appreciated, and
allows to enjoy the vastness of the arctic landscape.

Indeed dogsledding has become a tourist attraction and dog sledge tours with tourists
seems promising in lifting up the local economy of this peripheral and sparsely populated
areas object of fieldwork.

Similarities can be found, both areas have a very attractive landscape and are
geographically remote thus appealing. Both regions have a rich cultural patrimony and
an important presence of traditional subsistence activities. Equally Ittoqqortoormiit and
Qaanaaq have high unemployment rates, population declining and not many opportunities
to diversify the main activity, hunting, and by so doing improve their incomes.
Nonetheless both areas possess the “tourism potential” , and in the eyes of the tourists
the appeal is also due to their remoteness and the being far away.

Dog sledge activities seems to help the income, hunters involved as guides declared
to be satisfied about the money earned from the tours. They declared that when the tourist
season arrives and they have the opportunity to go out with tourists by sledge they are
glad to slow down a little bit the hunting and go out with tourists being the money gained
“good money” . However the tangible benefits are presently limited to a small fraction of
the population, and the tourist season is limited, peak is considered the dog sledge tour
season. Although as many have declared when for many days they cannot go out hunting
and fishing, dog sledge with tourists can be a good alternative.

List of Informers

Ittogqortoormiit

Informant 1, Hunter, former Mayor

Informant 2, Professional hunter

Informant 3, Professional hunter and guide

Informant 4, Guide from England lives in Ittoqqortoormiit

Informant 5, Owner of the guest house

Qaanaaq

Informant 1, Professional hunter and guide

Informant 2, Professional hunter

Informant 3, Professional hunter and guide

Informant 4, professional hunter

Informant 5, Professional hunter

Sisimiut

Informer 1, Professional hunter and guide

Ukkusissat, Uummannaq area

Informer 1, Professional hunter
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