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Relocation: the Hub of Cultural Evolution — The Way of
Life of Reindeer Ewenki in the Recent Half Century

He Qun

Abstract: The main difference between hunter-gatherer culture and
peasant culture is that the former does not necessarily have fixed residences.
One characteristic of the way of living of members of a hunter-gatherer culture
is mobility. The experience of several large-scale resettlements and attempts
to settle by groups of the reindeer Ewenki, a group in the northwest of the
Great Khingan Mountains traditionally engaged in hunting, more than half a
century ago, has shown that resettlement was initiated by external forces. The
significance and scale of the resettlement went beyond the obvious consequences.
In other words, resettlement has changed from regular interactions with natural
phenomena such as climate and topography, but also animals and plants, to
increasing dependency on interactions with social factors.

Key words: relocation; hub; cultural evolution; Reindeer Ewenki
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