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“Packaging-businessman” at the Manzhouli Port
—the Social Network and Border Trade Activities of
Migrant Groups

Sun Xiaochen

Abstract: As a port city, Manzhouli has always been an important post
for the transport and exchange of goods between China and Russia. After the
resumption of trade, a special group developed as a result of the upswing in
border trade, specialising in the private transport of goods from small trades. This
paper will analyse this particular group, especially their origins, the reasons for
migration, their social relations and their business practices. Furthermore, against
the background of social change, it will be examined how this migrant group
restructured the social fabric for their livelihood, which was originally based on
kinship and geographical relations.

Key words: port cities; packaging-businessman; social networks; trade

activities
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