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An Investigation of the Ceremony of Sacrifice to the
Dragon Spirit “/os” among the Daur Shamans
—A Case Study of the Yimin River Spirit Ritual

Sa Minna

Abstract: The worship of snake and dragon spirits in Daur shamanism

has a long tradition. In 2012, the shamans Siqingua and Wo Jufen jointly held a
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ceremony to worship the /us (dragon spirit, river spirit). The Lus ritual is unique
among the many shamanic ceremonies of today’s Daur. It is the only ritual act
in which no animals are killed or sacrificed. The Lus ritual in the Year of the
Dragon 2012 was also the only occassion that the contemporary Daur shaman
did not wear shamanic clothing, but instead wore a special cloak that has a
unique symbolic meaning. In addition to the traditional function of protecting the
natural environment, the ritual of worship the river spirit also has the function of
blessing.

Key words: Daur; shamanism; /os (river spirit ) ritual; features and

functions



E B TEiR % B (CIP) 33

JerkeERsE. BB/ M ES . —— B - L
ZIEAE, 2025, 9. —— ISBN 978-7-5426-8832-3

1. D5-55

] [ K RRAE CIP il 45 20253FH944 &

JEAGET R (F/\5])

&/ W
E4R%E / BT
FMURIT / — ARG
B #l/%k F
FERY / EEE

o H

A
W

WERE T /X =% 4 5
(200041)  [E L m#L X HiEEs 755 5 30 1%
i %6 / sdxsanlian@sina.com
XA EBIE / fiEE0. 021 - 22895517
4786, 021~ 22895559
B R/ EEERESREBRERAT

AR /2025 F 9 BE 1Ak

Efl IR /2025 F 9 A5 1 RENRI

7 Z< /710 mmx 1000 mm 1/16

=z # /350 T

2 5 /21

+ = /ISBN978-7-5426-8832-3/D « 677
E 1 /88.00 7T

R B AR BUAS A7 BB ST dat (R, -5 BRI B R 13917066329



