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Reindeer People’s Livelihood Choices:
Stage Performance Based on “Oruguya”

Zhang Zuqun
Abstract: The livelihood choices and narratives about the reindeer in the

modern context of “Aoluguya” highlight the difficulties of the cultural heritage

of ethnic minorities. The paper examines and compares four stage plays in



156 ALACERFR (5B/\18)

Aoluguya, using the reindeer in Aoluguya as the object of anthropological
analysis and looking at them from a cultural relativist point of view. The focus is
on the dilemma of the cultural heritage of the reindeer in Aoluguya (the lack of a
cultural context, the difference between the concepts of the two generations and
the obligatory intervention of the government). As for “the others”, in the modern
context there are two different groups: passive and active adaptation. Forced
resettlement by the government has created a cultural divide. Whether they leave
the mountains is the decision of the indigenous people. From the dialectical
perspective of the “I” and the “others”, the “I” is the master of the local culture.

Key words: Aoluguya reindeer man; stage performance; cultural dilemma
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