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The Ainu Materials in the Estate of Gerhard Huber
(1896—1978)

Michael Kniippel
(Translated by Zhao Lixia)

Abstract: The article describes the estate of the Franciscan missionary to
Japan Gerhard Huber (31.10.1896—7.9.1978), which is now kept in the archives
of the German Franciscans in Paderborn. Gerhard Huber had been active as a
Catholic missionary in Japan since 1927 and visited the Ainu communities on
Hokkaido, where he collected valuable linguistic and ethnographic materials.
Various Ainu studies emerged from his notes. By far the largest part of the
collections, however, remained unpublished and was partly sent to Fulda during

his lifetime; the remaining materials ended up in the archive in Fulda after his
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death, from where the records were moved to Paderborn in 2013. The estate
consists of private records (including letters and personal documents), but also a
monograph on the Ainu, which is available in German and English. In addition,
there are thematically arranged word lists and the like.

Key words: Gerhard Huber; Franciscans in Japan; Ainu studies; ethnography

of the Ainu; estate
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